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THE TURNINGPOINT -
Approaches for sustainable architecture

We are at a turning point, characterised by ecological and related societal and social
demands - especially on built architecture.

Sustainable building is urgent. Innovative approaches, sustainable architecture and ur-

ban spaces for climate and socially appropriate built environments with architectural qua-
lity are emerging. There are many approaches, but which ones make sense, which ones are
promising? What are their advantages and disadvantages? What has not yet been consi-
dered? Are sophisticated technologies panaceas or do we even have to return to the com-
prehensive and fundamental qualities inherent in our historical building materials? Recyc-
ling of building materials seems to be gaining an increasing share in new construction lately.
And anyway, to what extent is the re-use of buildings and/or their conversion preferable to
new construction? More questions than answers seem to be on the table at the moment.

However - approaches to sustainable architecture can be found in many parts of the world
and are in the process of further development. We have selected a few striking ones and
brought their protagonists to Hamburg. For 12 years now, prominent architects from all
over the world have been presenting outstanding examples of best practice - the state

%, of the art - at the International Architecture Forum. This will also be the case in 2022.
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